On the grounds of the theories of the use of the mass media, the authors analyse concepts and assessments of military threats. The analysis is based on the data of representative public opinion polls (conducted in spring 2016 by Vilmorus, N = 1004). The research shows that certain qualities of individual political competence strengthen the impact of the media, that the tabloid press, Russian TV and the quality press affect concepts of military threats, and that sets of factors shaping the concepts of various military threats are different. The extent of the mass media impact is influenced mostly by an individual's ethnic background, education, income, participation in elections, political education, inter-personal communication on political topics as well as a leftist-rightist self-identification.
Introduction
Assurance of national security and social welfare essentially rests on the country's membership in NATO and the EU. However, Lithuania's membership in NATO and the EU does not eliminate Russia as one of the most important challenges to Lithuania's statehood. 1 Developments over the last decade (the expansion of radical Islamic terrorism, Russia's military aggression against Georgia in 2008 and Ukraine in 2014, the migration of refugees from the Middle East into the EU, Russia's informational attacks against politicians and institu-tions of Lithuania and other Western member states, etc.) make it mandatory to go deep into wide-spectrum threats. It is not without cause that the attention of Lithuanian researchers and experts towards national security problems and threat concepts has grown. 2 The concept of hybrid warfare is gradually becoming established in the public discourse 3 of the country, more attention is paid to the identification and prevention of threats in strategic documents and public policy, and the development of civil awareness is enhanced. 4 Considerations and assessments of threats to security and welfare are an important part of collective identity while categorical defining of problems and challenges is the basis of any organized society. 5 In terms of threats, interest is often paid not only to the issues of national and personal security discussed as topics of international relations but also to political, social and economic problems, religious and moral dilemmas, etc. While analysing security challenges (1991), Buzan distinguished five sectors: political, military, economic, public and environmental protection. According to Buzan, the essence of a societal security problem is a systemic security problem in which both individuals and states as well as the international system are important and in which economic, social and environmental factors are as significant as military and political ones. Following this attitude, security levels and sectors are distinguished and they are useful as certain observation platforms from which one can look at the problem from different angles; yet, they do not constitute autonomous areas of political analysis. 6 While expanding the ideas raised by Buzan, emphasis is placed on constellations of security factors and on the fact that mezzo-level 427 political units -not necessarily states -are inclined to construct each other as threats 7 and that in the act of that constructed threat both the act of speech and actually conducted policy are important. 8 It is noticeable that in the modern complex world, global, national and local-level challenges and military-nature threats are growing while their prevention (the identification and deterrence of an aggressor's destructive actions) is becoming ever more complex. Moreover, sources and triggers of threats are distinguished that are targeted and purposeful and, on the other hand, diffused, mired and scattered. 9 On the grounds of public opinion polls, analysts working on the perception of insecurities particularly emphasize the role of the mass media. Ronald Inglehart and Pippa Norris distinguish five groups of 'hard' factors that shape the perception of insecurity (global-and national-level threats, community-level threats, individual-level risks, guarantees of social protection and risks broadcasted and communicated by the media) and three groups of 'soft' factors that affect the perception of insecurity (social tolerance and trust, religiousness and secularization as well as political views and values).
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Psychologists and analysts of post-traumatic experiences distinguish four interrelated groups of variables linked to the quality of life (economic, social, communal and informational) on which the resilience of society and the individual to catastrophes and accidents depends. 11 The authors emphasize that the resilience of society is enhanced solely by that information and communication that subjects relate to trustworthy information sources, effective information transfer mechanisms and the unifying collective narrative. It is obvious that in shaping the resilience of society the mass media (including social networks) is assigned a significant role.
Starting with the classical remarks uttered by Walter Lippmann at the beginning of the 20 th century stating that the "world outside and the pictures in our heads" 12 are connected through the content of news media, empirical mass media research eventually made it possible to develop a theory of the media's role in agenda-setting, which accentuates that media content is particularly important in terms of topics that the audience has no direct experience of 13 , i.e. opinions about foreign policy, international relations, national security and defence. Correspondingly, there is a great need in society for information in this area. Therefore, it is important to analyse how much and what the media broadcasts, and what impact the information presented by it has on the connection identified by Lippmann as the "world outside and the pictures in our heads".
Nevertheless, it is important to point out an opposite aspect noticed by communication specialists: people select news media sources and information not 'automatically' and randomly but in compliance with the attitudes they already have and the routines and traditions they are accustomed to. In other words, they seek selective exposure of information 14 thus avoiding news that contradicts their convictions and create conditions for tailoring the information to the attitudes and convictions they already have.
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Thus, communication specialists recognize two contradictory tendencies in mass-media consumption and its impact. One declares that there is great demand for information communication that is realized in compliance with the pluralistic and independent principles of the media where the focus is on operative information, accuracy and quality. The other claims that media communications do not compete freely because audiences have grouped in advance and follow certain information sources that disseminate the information and its interpretation corresponding to the convictions of 'their own' audience. These two theses combine with the 'cultivation theory' according to which the individual choice of the media source is partly determined by the attitudes people have and information received from the news media reinforces these attitudes. 16 Incidentally, Denny McQuail underlines that in covering communication in the most varied formats, modern mass media are not capable of comprehensively controlling the impact it exerts because, on the one hand, the impact can be short term and long term, whereas on the other hand media representatives may purposefully seek certain impacts while some consequences arise without any deliberate intentions (or are even opposite to them) (see Fig.1 ) In general, communication specialists note that news media users are not 'omnivorous' , i.e., on the one hand they choose (consciously or unconsciously) their media use strategies, while on the other hand their capability and inclination to coordinate potentially contradictory images and interpretations provided by different information sources are limited. In this article, the authors go deeper into whether (how) the use of different media sources affects the assessment of military threats -what social and political factors strengthen (weaken) the impact of the news media on the images of military threats.
Overview of the research
It is important to understand the levers of threat concepts and their operation because these concepts may have some influence on the support of citizens concerning various public policy decisions. It has been noted that people who are susceptible to the fear of terrorists are more inclined to renounce some of their civil liberties in exchange for greater security 18 , and they are more inclined to agree that a greater share of the state budget be allocated to the national defence.
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Studies analysing the factors shaping threat concepts can be grouped into several categories. On the one hand, following the aforementioned Buzan's theory 20 , focus is often given to the analysis of exceptional threats (terrorism, ecological catastrophes, military invasions, etc.) and combinations of socio-demographic characteristics, factors of individual and collective experience, etc. increasing (or decreasing) the probability of the threat. Among the research of such topical threats, there is that which goes deeper into the impact of the news media on threat images. For example, an experiment conducted in Israel established that a 12-minute TV reportage on terrorism considerably increased the level of viewers' anxiety in terms of terrorism. 21 However, other researchers, on the grounds of the data of public opinion polls conducted in the USA, did not establish that watching TV news covering the topic of terrorism could significantly affect the fear perceived by people. 22 It is obvious that the external validity of these two studies is debatable; social experiences in terms of terrorism in both Israel and the USA are unique. On the other hand, these and similar studies have revealed that assessments of military threats are affected by both the socio-demographic characteristics of the individual and the individual's sense of self-efficacy. Huddy, alongside a group of researchers has determined that less educated people tend to make a big deal out of a terrorism threat. 23 Other research has disclosed that men less than women tend to acknowledge terrorism threats.
24 Ridout et al. revealed the significance of political convictions to the perception of threats: in the US population, the leftists (Liberals and Democrats) give more points to such threats as the 431 warming of the climate, the demographic explosion and religious fanaticism than the rightists (Conservatives and Republicans). 25 Ainius Lašas along with a group of scientists revealed in 2017 that military factors look more threatening to people with lower incomes and to people living in the countryside (rural areas). 26 Matonytė and her colleagues noted that women more than men are apt to assign more significance to economic, social, health-related and moralreligious problems.
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Studies on threat concepts having a greater generalization potential concentrate on the topic of criminality and often substantiate the insight of the cultivation theory revealing that intensive use of the mass media (particularly watching TV that depicts a dangerous and violent world) strengthens the assessment of threats.
28 However, the cultivation thesis was rejected in research conducted in Australia and Iceland on threat images via the theme of criminality covered in the news media.
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In a thematic analysis of the connections of topical threats with use of the news media in the Lithuanian context, a study by Diana Janušauskienė and her colleagues published in 2017 is worth mentioning. The researchers studied the data of representative national opinion polls indicating that in 2016 more than half of the population of Lithuania considered Russia as unfriendly to the Lithuanian state (the opposite opinion was expressed by only 14 percent); 44 percent of the population perceived Russia as a country posing a threat to Lithuania (Janušauskienė et al. 2017, 43-44) . The attitudes of ethnic groups living in Lithuania were perceptibly different; the majority of Lithuanians considered Russia as hostile and threatening, but this opinion was shared by only 28 percent of Poles and 9 percent of Russians. 30 The research data also revealed a great mismatch between the attitudes of Lithuanians and of national minorities living in Lithuania to Russian foreign and security policy; two thirds of Lithuanians, approximately the same number of Poles (60 percent) and only 18 percent of Russians did not justify the Russian annexation of the Crimea. 31 The study pointed out that in the opinion of ethnic Russians the threat of Russia is made to look too significant in Lithuanian policy and the news media and, consequently, the hostility towards Russia is overheated 32 , while the most important socio-demographic factors determining a more favourable attitude to Russia are ethnicity (a Russian or a Pole), and the age of the respondent (56 years or more) also has an influence (though a small one) as does gender (women). Individuals' financial situation and education, while controlling other factors, had no impact on the assessment of the threat posed to Lithuania by Russia.
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The authors did not include the study of the news media factor into the regression analysis model but analysed it separately resting on the aforementioned thesis of selective exposure stating that the attitudes people had previously determine choices of the media source.
34 Correspondingly, the authors determined that the consumption of news via Russian information sources made a difference of 25-30 percentage points in assessing the threat of Russia. Incidentally, the correlation also remains in controlling the factor of the ethnicity; Lithuanians who watch Russian TV channels more often assess Russia more favourably. The use of newspapers, radio and Internet news portals in Russian is also related (albeit in a weaker way) to a more favourable assessment of Russia.
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On the other hand, while following the aforementioned complex international security theory by Buzan, some studies go deeper into the combinations of threats of a varied nature and aggregated assessments of threats. For example, on the basis of opinion polls in the USA, using the factor analysis Ridout determines that threats can be grouped into traditional (economic recession, largescale warfare, use of weapons of mass destruction) and non-traditional (global warming, the growing population, religious fanaticism). This research showed that for an understanding of traditional threats, use of the mass media does not have such a significant impact as in the case of non-traditional threats. Doing research into the media impact on the concepts of threats, Ridout and a group of scientists controlled the 'global knowledge' as well, i.e., how deep is an individual's awareness of political issues? They made the assumption that the news media would have a smaller influence on a more politically aware person than on someone who is unable to perceive information presented in the media in a broader context. 36 This political competence variable mediating the impact of the media can be traced to Zaller's classical work which reveals that public opinion is not just an echo of what is published in the media and that the impact of the media is rather limited and depends on how much attention the person devotes to it, what his/her 'global knowledge' is, and also that people's attitudes to various issues are not stable and, while making decisions on various issues they base them on ideas that are the most urgent for them (and are not necessarily disseminated in the news media). 37 Considering the index that sums up six mass media sources (cable, national and local TV, reading newspapers and news on the Internet, listening to the radio) as an indicator of media use Ridout et al. determined that in the case of an aggregated global complex threat, the political awareness of the individual is not directly related to how he/she assesses a threat.
38 However, at the same time it was determined that individuals with high political competences tended to give more points when assessing threats whereas people with low political competences tended to give lower points to assessing threats. Thus, it is possible to state that a certain threshold level of basic political education is necessary for the perception and assessment of threats, while in the opposite case, even in hearing about a threat via the news media an individual cannot adequately assess the threat.
Having divided traditional and non-traditional categories of threats into separate groups, Ridout with his colleagues determined that political awareness decreases the assessments of traditional threats: the greater the cognition of the world, the smaller the significance of these threats. Use of the media did not have an influence on the assessment of traditional threats. However, together with this, media use had a great influence on the assessment of non-traditional threats (global warming, demographic explosion, religious fanaticism); the greater the use of media, the more comprehensive the assessment of the threats. However, the political awareness of the individual did not influence the perception of non-traditional threats. Thus, on the grounds of Ridout and colleagues' research, it is possible to generally state that the effect of the media on the perception of threats is not universal. Deep political awareness enhan-ces the impact of the media. The impact of the media is greater in the case of assessing non-traditional threats. The research by Ridout et al. contains a shortcoming, however. It measures media use by an aggregated index although the press can likely present information in a different way (more positively, analytically) than TV (more negatively, visualizing sensations). So the media's different sources can affect assessments of threats in different directions.
Doubts in terms of the conceptual mismatch in one of the indexes of media use are also raised in the use of social networks for the search for information to interpret the impact to which it is necessary to return to the classical insights of 'two-step flow of communication ' . 39 It is noteworthy that social networks can function as both the 'first' step of the communication chain (and the only one, i.e. as a hypodermic syringe directly injecting news and attitudes communicated via the media) and as the 'second' , opening up possibilities for the interpersonal communication and discussion of news within a friendly circle and, thus, decreasing the direct impact of the mass media. Innovative yet scanty empirical studies reveal that modern social media platforms (such as, for example, Twitter or Facebook) have a tendency to operate as the 'second' step in the complex flow of communication.
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If threats as variables are grouped not by researchers but by respondents' answers, the aforementioned research by Janušauskienė, for example, determined that in Lithuania it is possible to distinguish four groups of security problems: a) military and political problems; b) natural disasters and broadscope violence; c) social problems; and d) economic and energy problems. 41 However, the latter study more extensively analysed links with the mass-media use of only one variable -of Russia as a threat (see above).
Matonytė and a group of scientists analysed the data of another representative Lithuanian public opinion poll conducted in spring 2016. 42 Respondents answered one question about the danger of aggregated military and ot- her (social, economic, etc.) threats (assessment on a 5-point scale, where 1 is very little danger and 5 is very great danger) and 46 'closed' questions amongst which there was the assessment of different threats to the welfare of Lithuanian society. The probability of the manifestation of each of the 46 topical threats and the extent of its eventual impact were assessed separately. An 8-point scale was used for the assessment (from 'no threat' -0 points, to 1 point -very low probability, to 7 points -very high probability). The threats were identified following the risk assessment methodology of the World Economic Forum and taking into account analysis conducted in Lithuania of the threat discourse in the country's news media. All of the distinguished threats were grouped into seven categories (military, political, economic, social, ecological, health-related, and religious and moral). Each category comprised five to seven specific threats. While researching the seven threat categories, the authors determined certain regularities, for example a dependence between the social optimism and the assessments of the extent of the threat's impact or between confidence in public institutions and assessments of the economic, health-related, political and moral-religious threats. Matonytė et al. pointed out that images of military threats in Lithuanian public opinion make up a separate threat category to the assessment of which trust in various forms as well as the difference between materialist and post-materialist values has little influence. However, in the article the authors did not explore the factor of the mass media, although they acknowledged that it could be very important (or even essential) in shaping personal social optimism and the assessments of threats.
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On the grounds of the same representative Lithuanian public opinion polls, another research article was prepared where according to the origin of source, in the large set of military threats, targeted (here, Russia's military invasion) and diffuse (here, the decreasing level of national security and NATO disintegration) are distinguished. 44 Lašas and his colleagues reveal that confidence in national-level institutions (the Lithuanian Armed Forces) and international ones (NATO and the EU) is rather significant when speaking about specific (targeted) military threats but its significance decreases in the case of diffuse threats and military threats with no single source . 45 As far as the issue of the influence of the media on the assessment of threats is concerned, the authors explored only the impact of watching Russian TV (coded using the dichotomy of 'yes' or 'no') on the assessment of the probability of Russia's invasion of Lithuania. They found that the impact is not great and stable and is weaker than that of other factors controlled in the linear regression model (attitudes to the soviet times, interpersonal trust, political ideology, etc.). The impact of watching Russian TV was practically not detected in the case of the assessment of diffuse military threats.
Presentation of empirical research
On the grounds of the surveyed academic literature and empirical research, we can formulate several propositions that need checking:
• the assessment of aggregated military threats is weakly related to massmedia use; • the use of different mass-media sources affects the assessment of targeted military threats more strongly than the assessment of diffuse military threats; • the use of different mass-media sources affects the assessment of various military threats negatively (decreases); • the impact of the mass media on concepts of military threats is enhanced by an individual's low political competence; • the impact of the mass media on concepts of military threats is enhanced by an individual's rightist political attitudes; • the impact of the mass media on concepts of military threats is enhanced by an individual's low social status; • the impact of the mass media on concepts of military threats is enhanced by an individual belonging to the non-titular (in Lithuania, Lithuanian) nationality.
Keeping in mind the fact that the assessments of military threats are shaped by numerous factors, alongside regression analysis one more method of structural equation modelling was chosen for the analysis. An alternative method, such as regression analysis (on which most of the research discussed in the above survey rests) has certain limitations. The linear regression can show the overall and individual impact of independent variables on a dependent variable but is unable to measure the indirect impact of certain variables. Let us say that the nationality of the individual and the press he reads published in the language of the national minority can have a certain (decreasing or increasing) impact on the assessment of political issues (including military threats) expressed by that person. Regression analysis can record the individual importance of these factors, but the indirect effect (i.e., how the individual's nationality affects his threat assessments formed via reading the national mi-437 nority press) will not be substantiated. The 'path analysis' link introduced in the models of structural equations settles this problem by making it possible to measure how a person's nationality affects the attitudes he expresses not only directly but also through the proxy variable of national minority press use. Thus, it is possible to record the direct and indirect impacts of independent and control the variables on the dependent variable.
The above-enumerated seven propositions (hypotheses) are tested by analysing the empirical research data of Lithuanian public opinion polls conducted between 27 February and 10 March 2016 by the Vilmorus Market and Opinion Research Centre. The sample consisted of 1,004 respondents (18 years of age or more) from 19 urban and 28 rural areas. Their average age was 51 (standard deviation, 18) and women made up 52.3 percent of the sample.
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The different measurements of mass-media use and political competence in our research are reflected in public opinion poll data related to these issues:
• socio-demographic qualities: age, gender, nationality, education, employment (jobless), subjective assessment of income and place of residence; • political competence: self-identification on the political left-right scale, the importance of politics and interpersonal communication on political topics, the person's political education, participation in non-governmental organizations, voting in elections (original questions provided in Appendix 2); • use of mass-media sources: following the news on the radio/TV, the printed press, social networks, the consumption of quality analytical news media (weeklies and monthlies), the tabloid press (publications belonging to the news media group Respublika), Delfi, 15 Minutes; Lrytas, Alfa.lt, Russian TV.
The descriptive analysis indicates that 33 percent of the respondents consider military threats as a moderate danger (12 percent a very big danger, 22 percent a big danger, 12 percent a very small danger, 19 percent a small danger). See Appendix 1.
The descriptive data analysis reveals (see Table 1 ) that demographic factors have no great influence on the assessment of military threats. Keeping in mind the rather clear source of a potential 'targeted' military threat (Russia, in terms of historical and geopolitical circumstances), the connection of ethnicity with the perception of threats is predictable (persons of the Lithuanian nationality give the possibility of military threats more points). On the other hand, the authors note that the perception of all controlled military threats is related to the place of residence, education and income (respondents from rural areas, having lower education and lower income -rather dissatisfied with the income they receive -give higher assessments to the threats). The results of the regression analysis indicate that Russian TV and the tabloid press affect the perception of military threats. The consumption of TV and radio also affects rather significantly the assessment of military threats, but it is difficult to comment on its impact (as different TV and radio channels are not singled out in the question). It is possible to state that news broadcasts in video and audio formats affect the concepts of threats more than, for example, news published in the printed media. For the concepts of military threats, the variables of personal political self-identification on the leftist-rightist scale, interpersonal communication on political topics and participation in political (voting in elections) and public life (involvement in the activities of non-governmental organizations) are important as well. Rightist voters, respondents interested in politics, communicating on political themes, participating in non-governmental organizations and those who are self-determined to vote tend to give more points to military threats (their probability).
It is interesting that the correlation of military threat assessment is in reverse to an individual's political education (index) -the more politically educated the person is, the fewer assessment points he gives to military threats. Still, this connection is fairly weak and unstable. The demographic criteria (larger income, university education, urban residence) indicate that a higher social status and a general level of political education reduce the assessment of threats. Assessing demographic criteria separately, the most significant variable affecting the assessment of military threats is ethnicity. 
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Confidence level =95%, statistically significant scores are highlighted in bold and italic, N=1004
General assessment of military threats
The authors researched the impact of mass-media sources (independent variables) on the perception of threat probabilities using models of structural equations, jointly including indicators of political competences (political education, interpersonal communication on political topics, participation in the activities of non-governmental organizations, voting in elections, political self-identification on the left-right scale), socio-demographic factors (age, gender, ethnicity, education and employment status as well as the subjective assessments of income received and place of residence).
The assessment of the general danger of non-differentiated military threats, in terms of statistics, is closely associated with the use of the information channel. The habits of use in the news television, radio, the press, the Internet or social networks make no direct influence on the overall perception of military threats. Watching Russian TV (an aggregated indicator showing that the respondent watches at least one Russian TV channel) is the most significant factor decreasing the assessment of military threats. Figuratively speaking, the impact of Russian TV on attitudes toward the danger of military threats can be treated as a certain 'sedative medicine' . However, the use of Russian TV channels is directly linked to political education, the manner of political communication and political activity (intention to vote in elections); thus, the users of these media channels cannot be treated as citizens who are passive or easy to manipulate and convince. It has been noted that watching Russian TV is directly associated with the importance of political communication acknowledged by the individual, the political education of the individual and the determination to vote. Lithuanian inhabitants who share rightist political attitudes watch Russian TV less frequently. Thus, the tendency noted here rather obviously illustrates the phenomenon of selective exposure to information.
Ideological orientation on the left-right scale and other variables of political competence distinguished in the research also influence the generalized perception of military threats. Ideological self-identification, activeness of political communication and the determination to vote in elections are directly associated with the perception of military threats. The danger of military threats was more frequently emphasized by respondents who are far right, politically more active (voting in elections) and more often informally communicating on political topics. 
Assessment of the probability of a Russian invasion
The probability of a Russian military invasion of Lithuania is a topical and targeted military threat (clear source of threat). In the structural equation model, the users of Russian TV and the tabloid press consider this threat as hardly probable. Information portals on the Internet also have a direct influence on the assessment of the probability of Russian military invasion; however, this influence (strengthening) in comparison to the impact of Russian TV and the tabloid press is weaker. The political education of the active users of social networks is relatively higher but they less frequently communicate on politi-cal topics (i.e., the level of informal political communication of the users of social networks is lower) in everyday life (not just virtually). Thus, the noted tendency here contradicts the thesis stating that the use of social networks functions as a two-step flow of communication, i.e., encourages and supports interpersonal communication on the grounds of information obtained via social networks.
Political views and an interest in politics are also directly associated with assessments of the probability of a Russian military invasion. Extreme right respondents and those submitting a higher assessment of the importance of politics tend to give more points to the assessment of the threat of invasion. 
Assessments of the probability of NATO disintegration
The possibility of NATO disintegration (topical, diffused threat) in analysed public opinion polls is assessed as a hardly realistic scenario. 52 Respondents of a greater political competence (more politically educated, participa-ting in civil and political life, more actively discussing political topics) assess the probability of NATO disintegration by giving far fewer points. The threat of NATO disintegration in a reverse way is associated with watching news on TV or listening to it on the radio or reading the tabloid press. Watching Russian TV is associated with lower assessments of threats, but the connection is not statistically significant. 
Assessments of the probability of decreasing national security
The decreasing level of national security probability (ambiguous, diffused threat) is associated with watching Russian TV and reading the tabloid press (the reverse connection). The impact of both of these news media channels on assessments of this ambiguous threat probability is similar. The political activeness of the individual (determination to vote) is the main factor enhancing the anxiety concerning declining national security. In turn, the determination to vote depends on the political education level of the individual. While summing up differences between socio-demographic groups and the impact of mass-media channel use as well as political competences on the perception of military threats, the authors noted a certain balance mechanism. One of the most influential sources shaping the perception of threats -Russian TV -is mostly watched in towns where there are more 'compensating' factors, such as university education and a larger income. In rural areas, Russian TV channels are watched 50 percent less frequently than in the towns, and these news media means are more popular among senior (over 50 years of age) inhabitants. Does this mean that the impact of Russian TV on the perception of military threats in Lithuania is mostly limited by ethnic identity? An analysis of TV audiences according to ethnicity demonstrates that Russian TV is also rather popular with Polish respondents -49% (by comparison, 21% Lithuanians and 70% Russians watch Russian TV). The most important factor distinguishing the Russian TV audience in Lithuania is socio-economic -31% of those who experience income hardships currently watch Russian TV. Reading tabloid dailies lags twofold behind the Russian audience (12% against 24%) and in contrast with Russian TV this has no ethnicity limitation and is popular in rural areas. 
General Conclusions
The results of the research indicate that the use of a specific mass-media channel has a substantial impact on public opinion. It should be stated that this impact is greater in the case of questions that most respondents have no direct experience of. The use of different mass-media channels exerts a direct influence on the attitudes of the audience and analysis of the content disseminated by media is not necessary in order to recognize the tendencies of the impact of the mass media on the perception of military threats.
Most of research's outcomes confirm the tendencies detected in previous research. There are particularly many link-ups with the cultivation thesis; we find that the impact of mass-media sources on the assessment of military threats is associated with an individual's social environment, his/her political competences and experiences and standpoints of civil and political participation. In our research, the cultivation effect is particularly felt via Russian TV and the tabloid press, which, as it turns out, operate not only as information carriers but also as indicators of certain political and civil experiences and choices esta-blishing particular attitudes to military threats concerning Lithuania's security and welfare. The research also reveals a certain differentiation of mediating factors in the assessments of specific military topical threats (targeted versus diffused) and aggregated military threats. The combination of factors shaping the assessments of targeted threats is more compact and trajectories of the impact of separate factors are expressed more distinctly. The method of structural equation analysis reveals a manifold conditionality of the assessment of military threats, including the individual's political competence, political views, social status, etc., which are not brought together to a narrowly and categorically defined ethnic origin and the inclination to watch Russian TV or read the tabloid press. More attention should be devoted to this insight in future research and it should be taken into consideration in shaping and implementing measures of the national security strategy.
It is important to emphasize that -differently from the scanty material on the insights of new social network research -in Lithuania the impact of Internet information portals is not directional and there is no clear tendency that active users of social networks would assess political matters (here, military threats) in some exceptional way. This indicates the weakness of the 'second' step (direct interpersonal communication) in the communication chain. This phenomenon is associated with both the relatively weak civil society and with the particularly intensive and tight 'bubbles' of social media as well as with the scarcity of open discussions and considerations initiated by politicians and public policy measures that are little developed and do not involve varied social groups (crossing ethnic boundaries and socio-economic differences). These observations, particularly in the light of hybrid warfare and the context of hostile Russian policy towards the statehood of Lithuania that is not declining, encourage researchers to carry out in-depth research in the area of the interface between the use of modern social media and perceiving military threats since this particular research can generate not only expert knowledge but also create certain social practices directly contributing to the 'second' stage of information flow (direct communication on political topics) and the strengthening of society's resilience (via providing professional and comprehensive information as well as increasing interpersonal and institutional confidence).
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Annex no. 1 Descriptive statistics. General distribution (mean scores) across the population groups Table3 . Perceptions of threats' probabilities. Descriptive statistics.
(Question: What is the probability that the listed threats will occur in Lithuania during the next 10 years period?) Other cities 2,9 3 3,2 3,6
Kaunas, Klaipėda, Šiauliai, Panevėžys 3,1 3,5 2,7 3,9 Vilnius 3 3,1 2,9 3,6
Self-assessment on household's financial status
With current income we are coping quite prosperously 2,9 3,3 3 3,9
We can easily coping with current income 3 3,2 2,7 3,6
We have some difficulties coping with the current income 3,2 3,6 3,1 3,9
We are very hardly coping with current income 3,1 3 At least once a month 3,1 3,6 3,1 3,9
Only during major religious events or on special occasions 3 3,4 2,9 3,9
Less often 2,9 3,2 2,9 3,4 Never 2,9 3,3 3,2 3,7
Sector of employment Public sector 3 3,4 3 3,9
Private sector and NGO's 3 3, 2 2,8 3,6 How often do you follow the news on the radio or TV? Indicators of political education index. We would like to ask some general questions about national and international politics.
